Verklarte Nacht, Opus 4 of Arnold Schoenberg (Leopold Stokowski 
conducting his orchestra, WNCN) 

Obtuseness and modernity and the partially educated artist and 
the partially educated spectator invariably evaluate all works 
of art in terms of their "modernity." The former worships 
modernity and the latter rejects it and neither will or can 
establish objective criteria which can be utilized in determining 
a work's modernity and Théodore Chassériau felt that Ingres "has 
outlived his prime, and he does not understand the ideas and 
changes that have taken place in the arts of our time L 1840_7 

+ + + he will remain as a memory and a repetition of certain 
periods of the art of the past, having created nothing for the 
future." Obtuseness and the auditors at the world premiére of 
Verklarte Nacht were dismayed by the lack of firm tonality in 
the work and loudly expressed their dismay and Chass@riau was 
greatly dismayed and history demonstrates that the partially 
educated are invariably blinded by their obtuseness and would 

be well-advised to always remain silent but the partially 
educated are condemned to relive history and are therefore 
destined to be continually dismayed. Form and Richard Dehmel 
wrote a poem about "Two mortals / who 7 wander through the 
wondrous moonlight," and that poem was trans-formed into a 
string sextet which is programmatic and chamber music is almost 
always absolute and the only other piece of programmatic chamber 
music which comes to mind is Smetana's E minor Quartet, "Aus 
meinem Leben" and Schoenberg re-scored/trans-formed the original 
string sextet in 1941 and Transfigured Night is now a symphonic 
poem for string orchestra. MTrans-formations and trans-figurations 
and "Sink hernieder Nacht der Liebe, gib Vergessen dass ich lebe 
nimm mich auf in deinen Schoss, löse von der Welt mich los!" 
Modernity and it is not the paintings of Ingres that are now 
non-modern but rather the observations of Chass@riau and 
Transfigured Night is not out of date at the moment but rather 
the dismay expressed by its first auditors in 1899. History 

and Schoenberg is one of the grand egomaniacs and he never 
wrote ad captandum vulgus and he believed what he did and did 





